
Village of Belleville - Wildlife Resources Committee 
Thursday, March 16, 2021, 6:30 P.M. 

Village Hall, 24 W. Main Street, Belleville, WI  53508 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order - Russ Hefty called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call - Members present: Russ Hefty, Roger Hillebrand, Glen Kazmar, and Jean Kringle.  Members 

absent:  Howard Ward, Joel Jacobs, and Jim White.  Also present was Brian Wilson, Village 
Administrator, Melissa Francois and Deb Kazmar. 
 

3. Old Business – None 
 

4. New Business 
 

a. Turtle enclosure maintenance/removal 
 

Russ discussed the fenced-in turtle habitat area on the lake side of the berm.  It has fallen into 
disrepair.  This was an extra part of the lake project and was not required.  It was built without an 
access point so that maintenance of the interior of the area is difficult to accomplish.  In its current 
state it isn’t of any value to turtles for nesting.  Also, the location is steep and not ideal; there is a 
better location on the south side of the island for a turtle habitat.  Russ’ recommendation is to 
remove the existing structure on the land and leave the portion that’s in the water to become fish 
habitat. 
 
Jean asked if there was any value in reusing the enclosure elsewhere.  Russ didn’t think it was in 
good enough condition to salvage. 
 
Glen asked if any permits would be needed to build a new habitat on the island.  Russ thought 
there may be a permit needed as an appropriate habitat will extend into the water to keep 
raccoons out of it.  Russ also said it will be more important to get rid of invasive shrubs such as 
sandbar willow on the island first to keep it suitable for turtle habitat.  
 
Roger Hillebrand made a motion to have Public Works remove the turtle habitat; seconded 
by Russ Hefty.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 

b. Habitat management projects for 2021 
 

Brian discussed the Habitat Restoration budget for 2021 which is $9,500 and includes $3,720 
for Tallgrass Restoration to maintain the berm and the shoreline along River Street.   
 
He informed the committee that the Stephen Fischer estate is bequeathing to the Village, to 
support, maintain, and improve Lake Bell View and the Sugar River, approximately $1.29 million.  
His recommendation would be to invest that money into an interest-bearing account and use the 
interest generated to maintain the habitat of the lake.   
 
Brian reported that Becky Olson is exploring grants for shoreline restoration.   
 
Brian also reported that Upper Sugar River Watershed Association is going to be working to 
remove invasive purple loosestrife and releasing beetles that will eat the plants.   
 
He recommends having Tall Grass Restoration to undertake a project to remove invasive species 
from the island and the woods containing the Boy Scout Camp.  He suggested that Russ should 
get an estimate from Tall Grass Restoration and take it to the Village Board as a Fall 2021 project.   

 



 
c. Enhancing pollinator habitat/mowing policy regarding slope along Sugar River at Hwy 69 bridge 

 
Russ discussed a steep slope along the north bank of the river just west of the Hwy 69 bridge.  
He said that Public Works has cut it so much that it is starting to wash away.  He would like to 
have them stop cutting that slope and he will instead plant some native wildflowers to hold it 
together.  He would also recommend planting wildflowers along the east shore of the lake along 
River Street.  In the future, we can obtain native plants from Plant Dane.   
 
Melissa Francois suggested having Russ attend a meeting with the Public Works and Parks 
Committee to discuss these maintenance issues.   

 
d. Grant application for housing Purple Martins in Community Park 

 
Russ discussed the possibility of replacing a house for purple martins that was once located in 
Community Park.  He mentioned that the Purple Martin Conservation Association has a grant 
program where you can buy a house and the association provides one for free.  He would like to 
purchase one now and apply next year for a grant to add two more houses.  He would install it 
along the south side of Bross Drive upstream from the dam.  The cost to purchase a house made 
by an Amish craftsman would be approximately $800 and Russ would install it himself.   
 
Brian said that the cost of the house would be covered by the habitat budget.  He thinks that 
Public Works should approve the location to install the house, but Russ should go ahead and 
purchase the house now.       
 
Glen Kazmar made a motion to have proceed with purchasing a purple martin house; 
seconded by Russ Hefty.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 

5. Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

6. Adjourn - Jean Kringle made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Russ Hefty.  Motion 
carried 4-0.  Russ Hefty adjourned the meeting at 7:23 p.m. 

 
 


